Lutheran FAQ:
What Does God Want Me to Do With My Life?

What do you think it means when God calls What gifts and talents do you have to share with
someone to do something? the world?

On the back of this sheet, or another piece of paper, list out the roles and calls you have in
different areas of your life. How is God calling you to serve your neighbor? What things do you
do that may not be fulfilling in themselves, but support your calls in other ways?

In baptism, God fills us with the Holy Spirit and gives us gifts to serve the world. What gifts do
you see in yourself?

Think of a friend or someone you know well. What gifts do they have? How do they use them?

In the baptism service in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the congregation welcomes the newly
baptized person, saying, “We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God'’s creative and redeeming
word to all the world.” How has the church (including friendships, camps, campus ministry,
youth group, etc.) helped you figure out your vocation?

How have your vocations changed over your life? (Ex: student to worker, career changes, only
child to sibling, worship participant to acolyte)

Written by the ELCA South Carolina Synod to accompany the video “What does God want me to do with
my life?” found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pyEbcGqoUs
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Deeper Dive:

- Living Lutheran published “Tap into your vocation” in April 2020. Check it out online at
https:.//www.livinglutheran.org/2021/09/tap-into-your-vocation/

- The Journal of Lutheran Ethics’ “Luther on Vocation” ties Luther’s concept of vocation
with the uses of the law. https://www.elca.org/jle/articles/1015

- Not sure what your gifts are? Take the Spiritual Gifts Assessment Tool:
https://elca.org/our-work/congregations-and-synods/faith-practices/spiritual-
renewal/assessment-tools
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