
Report of the Bishop: The Rev. Herman R. Yoos 
Listen, God is Calling 

South Carolina Synod Assembly 
2020 

The Old Testament story of Samuel as a young boy mistaking God’s voice calling him for the voice of Eli, the priest, 
has always fascinated me. When my children were little, I would frequently say to them after their bedtime prayers, 
do you want to do a “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening?” If they said yes, we would take 1-2 minutes of being 
quiet and just listening to God’s voice. When I asked if they heard anything, sometimes they would say, “Yes, God 
told me that I was loved,” or “Jesus wants me to forgive that mean boy in my class.” As they got older, they began to 
ask me, “How do I know if that is God’s voice and not just my own imagination?” I would answer, “You don’t know, 
but don’t you think that God can use our imagination to help us listen better for God’s voice.” 

Listening to God’s calling is seldom easy, yet it is vitally necessary that as followers of Jesus, we continually 
cultivate this kind of listening. When I think about our synod staff, the one thing I value most is not how hard they 
work, nor how well they accomplish their tasks nor even how they get along so well. No, it is how together we have 
practiced listening for God’s voice.  We do this at our regular staff meeting by sharing our highs and lows along with 
reading a scripture passage. We do this by stopping and praying for one another at any moment of the day when a 
need arises. Ginny, Rick and I once spent over an hour at a mini retreat praying for every rostered leader by name 
and every congregation that the Holy Spirit would lead them into greater vitality 

I cannot adequately thank our Synod co-workers enough for the support, guidance and encouragement I 
have received from them over these last 12 years.  Author Larry Dvoskin wrote, “As we travel with gratitude and 
share that feeling, like a ripple it spreads across the world.”  May we together at this assembly send out a wave of 
gratitude for Executive Administrator, Jenny Spearen;  Administrative Assistant, Tiffany Pieters; Synod Accountant, 
Charlene Fink: Part time interim Youth Ministry Coordinator, Bill Newmyer; Director of Communication, Neal Fischer; 
Director of Evangelical Mission, Pastor Rick Carter; Director of Stewardship and Secretary, Ozzie Herong; 
Administrative Assistant to the Bishop, Assembly Manager, Candidacy Coordinator and Global Missions, Pastor 
Ginny Aebischer.  I encourage you to thank them by email or text message when you get a chance to do so.  

“Listen God is Calling” is not just a catchy theme for an assembly that is about to elect a new bishop. No, it 
is a discipleship practice that all of us are invited to cultivate throughout our lives. And the more we practice listening 
for God’s voice the more often we can recognize and respond.  

I have five listening to God stories to highlight from this past year. One listening happened in our online 
survey about the education debt load of our rostered ministers. There we discovered that 23 responded as having 
significant debt that when combined together were over $1.1 million dollars. When we were invited by the North 
Carolina Synod to participate in a Lily grant fund with other synods in our region, we heard this invitation as an 
answer to prayer. Over the next three years, this fund will match up to $125,000 raised with 80% being used for debt 
relief and 20% being used for congregational stewardship education. It also includes Financial Literacy Instruction 
and Coaching.  

A second story is about how God is calling the people of the South Carolina Synod to a deeper 
understanding of the importance of Racial Reconciliation and Justice. This past fall, a bus load of 50 persons 
traveled to Selman and Montgomery, Alabama, to take a Civil Rights Pilgrimage. There we visited the Lynching 
Museum with the names and counties of over 4,000 African Americans who were lynched during the Jim Crow era. 
We also walked together across the Pettis Bridge, the history site of Bloody Sunday, where we sang and prayed 
together for God to end the racism and divisiveness that still divides people from the life God intends. This spring, 
Pastor Leroy Cannon and I have been hosting a community-wide book study on Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the 
Way the Church Views Racism by Drew Hart. It also has been a powerful experience of listening to one another’s 
stories of hurt and hope for the future.  
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Then in early June Pastor Cannon and I walked in the first “I can’t breathe, Black Lives matter walk.  Then 
two weeks later, AME Bishop Samuel Green invited all the SC Bishops to march with him calling for an end to the 
excessive use of force by law enforcement.  I believe this is a Karios moment in our country for healing of our racial 
divisions as we follow Micah’s call “to do justice, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God. 

A third story is all about the healing love of Jesus Christ for those who are struggling with addictions and 
brokenness. We have two expressions of this kind of hope and healing. The first is called Recovery Church led by 
Dean Slade and Sam Peery from Christ Mission which is a Friday evening worship service and deep listening to one 
another and to God around the 12 steps of AA. The second is called Recovery Center which will be a home for 
women in the Greenwood area who are recovering from alcohol and opioid addiction. This ministry involves a 
partnership with Lutheran Services Carolinas and the South Carolina in Synod with great support from 
congregations like Bethlehem (Pomaria), Mt. Pilgrim (Prosperity) and Immanuel (Greenwood) and others who 
recently have prepared this Recovery Center to be opened in the near future. When Jesus talked about setting free 
the oppressed, surely it is these kind of recovery ministries where we see this power of gospel coming to life.  

A fourth listening for God’s calling has been the creative and loving ways that congregations and rostered 
leaders across this synod have responded to the Covid -19 crisis.  Through Facebook and YouTube worship 
services, zoom Bible Studies, phone call prayers with the homebound, you have shown an amazing flexibility and 
innovative spirit in helping others to hear God’s Word.  Although it is hard to measure, there is no doubt that during 
this pandemic and time of sheltering in place many more people have been finding hope and strength in listening to 
God’s Word than would have ever attended our congregations.  It is exciting to realize the new opportunities we 
have developed for sharing the living Word of God in Jesus Christ with our hurting world.  

The fifth story I have saved for last is all about God using your hands and mine to build a new sanctuary for 
our Latino brothers and sisters of Cristo Rey. Under the leadership of Pastor Jorge Leone, this congregation has 
had over 77 baptisms of both adults and children over the past two years and is the South Carolina Synod’s fastest 
growing mission. In addition to building this new sanctuary, the Abundancia Appeal also is seeding another 
$200,000 for new and existing Latino ministries to share the good news of Jesus Christ. The last $100,000 is to be 
an endowment to help with major maintenance repairs on the new sanctuary managed by the Mission Investment 
Fund.  

In just a minute, I invite you to see a YouTube video that shows the amazing progress over the past year in 
building our first Latino sanctuary. At the end of the video, we will sing the hymn, “Come to the Lakeshore” in your 
worship bulletin while cards of commitments and thanksgiving are brought forward to baskets around the front of the 
arena indicating the amount collected by each congregation as well as those congregations who will be participating 
in this appeal after the Assembly. If you know the amount your congregation has collected, you can write it on the 
card. Others of you may be bringing checks up to the front for this appeal as well. I can think of no better way for me 
to end my last report as your bishop than by celebrating together God’s gift of abundant life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

I know the leader God raises up as your new bishop will be blessed, encouraged and strengthened for this 
ministry as I have been these past 12 years.  

Thanks be to God. 

BULLETIN OF REPORTS CHAPTER 2 - PAGE 2



UPDATED ON MARCH 31, 2020   

Official Acts 
(April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020) 

	
Anniversaries: 

 
Calls Accepted – Ministers of Word and Sacrament:    
November 13, 2018 – Rev. Sherry Poole Teves, Bereavement Coordinator, Hospice of 

Charleston 
April 15, 2019 – Rev. Mary Finklea, South Carolina Lutheran Retreat Centers, Community 

and Congregation Engagement Coordinator  
April 28, 2019 – Rev. Joshua Kestner, University Lutheran & Lutheran Campus Ministry,  

Clemson 
May 5, 2019 – Rev. Greg Brown, St. David, West Columbia 
May 12, 2019 – Rev. Erin Morris, St. John, Spartanburg   
June 2, 2019 – Rev. Roy Butler, St. Timothy, Camden  
August 12, 2019 – Rev. Alvin Shrum, Franke at Seaside, Director of Pastoral Care 
August 25, 2019 – Rev. Andrew Isenhower, Good Shepherd, Columbia 
September 15, 2019 – Rev. Mark Scott, Pomaria, Pomaria 
October 20, 2019 – Rev. Bruce Kreutzer (Ordained Ecumenical Partner), Hope, Vance 
December 9, 2019 – Rev. Beth Costlow & Rev. Donald Costlow, Our Saviour, Greenville 
January 6, 2020 – Rev. Kara J. Stewart, Executive Director, Tricounty Family Ministries, 

Charleston 
February 24, 2020 – Rev. Mary Anderson, Intentional Interim Minister 
February 24, 2020 – Rev. Kathleen Miko, Chaplain, The Heritage at Lowman 
March 1, 2020 – Rev. Seth Gibson, St. Matthew’s, Lexington 
March 1, 2020 – Rev. Ken Gillikin, Epiphany, Rock Hill  
 
Calls Accepted – Ministers of Word and Service: 
August 12, 2019 – Deacon Mitzie Schafer, Vice President for Advancement, NovusWay 

Ministries, Inc. 
March 15, 2020 – Katie Justice (First Call Candidate), Deacon, St. John’s, Beaufort 
 
Celebrations and Special Services: 
April 7, 2019 – Worship Service for Good Shepherd, Columbia at Lutheridge.  Assistant to 

the Bishop Wolf preached and presided.  
April 14, 2019 – “Beloved” Worship Service, Platts Springs United Methodist Church, West 

Columbia. Bishop Yoos presided.   
April 28, 2019 – Worship Service, Mt. Hebron, Batesburg-Leesville.  Bishop Yoos presided.  
April 28, 2019 – SCLCY Middle School Retreat, Camp Kinard, Batesburg-Leesville.  Assistant 

to the Bishop Wolf preached and presided.  
May 5, 2019 – Worship Service, Faith, West Columbia. Bishop Yoos preached.     
May 19, 2019 –Worship Service, Mt. Tabor, West Columbia. Bishop Yoos preached.  
May 19, 2019 – SCLCY Convention, Newberry College, Newberry.  Assistant to the Bishop 

Wolf preached and presided.  
May 26, 2019 – Worship Service, St. Timothy, Camden.  Assistant to the Bishop Wolf  
 preached and presided.  
May 30, 2019 – Opening Worship Service, SC Synod Assembly.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
June 2, 2019 – Worship Service, Bethany, Newberry.  Assistant to the Bishop Wolf preached  
 and presided.  
June 23, 2019 – Worship Service, Zion, Lexington.  Assistant to the Bishop Wolf presided.  
June 30, 2019 – Worship Service, St. Luke, Florence.  Bishop Yoos presided.  

BULLETIN OF REPORTS CHAPTER 2 - PAGE 3



UPDATED ON MARCH 31, 2020   

July 14, 2019 – Worship Service, St. James, Leesville.  Assistant to the Bishop Wolf  
preached.  

July 15, 2019 – Worship Service for Graceworks, Ebenezer, Columbia.  Assistant to the 
Bishop Wolf presided.  

July 18, 2019 – Closing Worship Service for Graceworks, Ebenezer, Columbia.  Bishop Yoos  
presided. 

July 21, 2019- Joint Worship Service, St. Barnabas, Charleston & Parkside Church,  
Charleston.  Bishop Yoos brought greetings.  

July 21, 2019 – Worship Service, St. James, Sumter.  Assistant to the Bishop Aebischer 
preached and presided.  

July 28, 2019 – Worship Service, Nuestro Salvador, Greenville.  Bishop Yoos presided.   
August 4, 2019 – Worship Service, Silverstreet, Silverstreet.  Assistant to the Bishop Wolf 

preached and presided.  
August 9, 2019 – Worship Service, SCLCY Cabinet Retreat, Redeemer, Columbia.  Assistant 

to the Bishop Wolf preached and presided.  
August 11, 2019 – Worship Service, Beloved Ministry, Christus Victor, Columbia.  Assistant 

to the Bishop Wolf preached and presided.  
August 25, 2019 – Worship Service, St. Philip, Myrtle Beach.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
September 15, 2019 – Worship Service, USC Campus Ministry.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
September 15, 2019 – Sending Service, St. Paul’s, Columbia.  Assistant to the Bishop 

Aebischer presided.  
October 20, 2019 – Worship Service, St. Luke, Prosperity.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
October 27, 2019 – Worship Service, Reformation, Lancaster.  Bishop Yoos preached.   
November 10, 2019 – Worship Service, St. James, Graniteville.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
November 17, 2019 – Worship Service, St. Johannes, Charleston.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
December 1, 2019 – Worship Service, Sagrada Familia and Cristo Rey.  Bishop Yoos preached 

and presided.  
December 8, 2019 – Worship Service, Good Shepherd, Walterboro.  Assistant to the Bishop  

Aebischer preached and presided.  
December 15, 2019 – Worship Service, Reformation, Columbia.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
January 5, 2020 – Worship Service, Hope, Vance.  Bishop Yoos preached and presided.  
January 12, 2020 – Worship Service, Christ, Hilton Head.  Bishop Yoos preached and presided.  
January 19, 2020 – Worship Service, Good Shepherd, Walterboro.  Bishop Yoos preached and 

presided.  
February 2, 2020 – Worship Service, St. Michael, Moncks Corner.  Bishop Yoos preached. 
February 9, 2020 – Worship Service, Orangeburg, Orangeburg.  Bishop Yoos preached.  
February 9, 2020 – Worship Service, Ebenezer, Columbia.  Assistant to the Bishop Aebischer 

presided.  
March 1, 2020 – Worship Service, Nuestro Salvador, Greenville. Bishop Yoos presided.  
March 15, 2020 – Worship Service, Nuestro Salvador, Greenville.  Bishop Yoos preached and 

presided.  
 
 
Closing of a Congregation: 
August 26, 2018 – Resurrection, Columbia  
 
 
Consecrations:  
June 30, 2019 – Service of Consecration for Bishop and Assistant to the Bishop, Evangelical 

Lutheran Church Tanzania, Tanzania.  Assistant to the Bishop Aebischer assisted.  
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Deaths: 
April 29, 2019 - Rev. Dr. Harold F. Park.  A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday,  

May 4, at Ebenezer, Columbia.  
May 23, 2019 – Mrs. Mabel “May” Reisz.  Memorial Services were held on Wednesday, June 

5 at Lord of Life, Bluffton and on Friday, June 7, at Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary, Columbia.  

May 24, 2019 – Mrs. Marcia Loadholdt Ballentine.  A Celebration of Life Service was held on  
Tuesday, May 28, at Redeemer, Columbia.  

July 9, 2019 – Rev. Ronald G. Smith, Sr. A funeral service was held on Friday, July 12, 2019, 
at Holy Trinity, Springfield, GA. 

September 5, 2019 – Rev. Dr. Eldridge Armand Shealy.  A funeral service was held on 
Thursday, September 8, at Bethel, White Rock.  

October 28, 2019 – Mrs. Diane Marie Aull, daughter of the Rev. Dr. James and Ginny 
Aull.   A memorial service was held on Wednesday, November 20, in the New Life 
Chapel at the Heritage at Lowman in White Rock, SC.  Bishop Yoos preached.  

January 16, 2020 – Rev. Jerry Lane Trantham.  A memorial service was held on Saturday,  
February 1, at Colony, Newberry.  

February 4, 2020 – Rev. Dr. Dennis Lee Setzer, Jr. A memorial service was held on Saturday,  
February 8, at St. Paul’s, Hardin, NC. 

February 12, 2020 – Ms. Mary Worth Burton Robertson, wife of the Rev. Austin Robertson. 
A memorial service was held on Wednesday, February 19, at Good Shepherd,  
Columbia.  Bishop Yoos preached.  

March 9, 2020 – Rev. John L. Satterwhite.  A memorial service was held on Saturday, March  
14, at Bethel, White Rock.  

March 12, 2020 – Mr. Robert William “Bob” Isenhower, Jr., husband of the Rev. Lisa Wells  
Isenhower and father of the Rev. Andrew Isenhower.  A funeral service was held on 
Monday, March 16, at Faith, Batesburg-Leesville.   

 
 
Groundbreakings: 
August 11, 2019 – Groundbreaking ceremony, Cristo Rey, West Columbia. Bishop Yoos 

preached and presided.  
 
 
Installations – Ministers of Word and Sacrament: 
June 9, 2019 – Rev. Jeff Shealy, Holy Spirit, Charleston 
June 9, 2019 – Rev. Steven Gallego, Cross and Crown, Florence 
June 30, 2019 – Bishop Stephen Nguvila, SW Diocese Tanzania, Companion Synod 
June 30, 2019 – Rev. Greg Brown, St. David, West Columbia  
July 24, 2019 – Rev. Roy Butler, St. Timothy, Camden 
July 28, 2019 – Rev. Erin Morris, St. John, Spartanburg  
September 29, 2019 – Rev. Josh Kestner, University, Clemson 
November 3, 2019 – Rev. Mark Scott, Pomaria, Pomaria 
December 1, 2019 – Rev. Andrew Isenhower, Good Shepherd, Columbia 
January 19, 2020 – Rev. Richard Johnston, Mt. Tabor, Little Mountain 
January 26, 2020 – Rev. Beth Costlow and Rev. Donald Costlow, Our Saviour, Greenville 
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Interims: 
Rev. Linda Anderson – St. James, Graniteville 
Rev. Denise Seymour - St. Luke, Florence 
Rev. John Wertz, Sr. – Bethel, White Rock 
Rev. Chris Heavner – St. Michael, Greenville  
Rev. Glenn Boland – St. Luke, Columbia 
Rev. Steve Cooper & Rev. Richard Donoughue – St. Johannes, Charleston 
Rev. Mary Anderson – Christ, Hilton Head 
Rev. Seth Gibson – Mt. Calvary, Johnston 
Rev. Zeke Hanford – Holy Trinity, Pelion 
Rev. Karen Hawkins – Emmanuel, West Columbia  
Rev. John Stoudemayer – Union, Leesville 
Rev. Christine Parham – Orangeburg, Orangeburg 
Rev. Michele Fischer – Colony, Newberry 
 
Ordinations:  
July 14, 2019 – Service of Ordination for Erin Morris held at St. Andrew, Mahtomedi, MN. 

Bishop Yoos presided.  
August 16, 2019 – Service of Ordination for Sarah Derrick held at Zion, Lexington. 

Bishop Yoos assisted.  
 
 
Removed from the Roster: (by Synod Council vote in accord with bylaws 7.31.11. and 
8.72.15.d. of the Constitution Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions, ELCA) 
February 17, 2020 – Rev. Derald Edwards 
 
Resignations – Ministers of Word and Sacrament:  
June 16, 2019 – Rev. Roy Butler, Bethel, White Rock 
September 29, 2019 – Rev. Andrew Isenhower, St. Luke, Columbia 
June 30, 2019 – Rev. Thulie Beresford, Franke at Seaside  
August 11, 2019 – Rev. Alvin Shrum, St. Johannes, Charleston  
August 31, 2019 – Rev. Eric Wolf, Assistant to the Bishop 
January 31, 2020 – Rev. Michele Fischer, Good Shepherd, Swansea 
 
Retirement – Minister of Word and Sacrament:  
December 31, 2017 – Rev. Jann Boyd 
February 28, 2019 – Rev. Christine Parham 
July 1, 2019 – Rev. Barry Antley 
August 25, 2019 – Rev. Robert Miles 
September 1, 2019 – Rev. Chris Heavner 
September 1, 2019 –Rev. David Seymour 
October 1, 2019 - Rev. Emil Klatt 
December 1, 2019 – Rev. Ray Mohrmann 
January 1, 2020 – Rev. Jim Vigen 
February 1, 2020 – Rev. John D. Derrick  
 
Special Events:  
October 22, 2019 – SC Rostered Leader’s Fall Convocation, Lutheridge, Arden, NC.  Bishop 

Yoos preached.    
 
Transfers Granted – Ministers of Word and Sacrament: 
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September 1, 2019 – Rev. Scottie Burkhalter 
December 29, 2019 – Rev. Bill Neuman 
January 28, 2020 – Rev. Gary Harbaugh 
 
Transfers Received – Ministers of Word and Sacrament:  
August 16, 2018 - Rev. Patricia Covington  
October 1, 2019 – Rev. Dr. William Trexler 
October 30, 2019 – Rev. Kara Stewart 
November 15, 2019 – Rev. Beth Neubauer  
December 9, 2019 - Rev. Beth Costlow and Rev. Donald Costlow 
January 1, 2020 – Rev. Kathleen Miko  
January 28, 2020 – Rev. Donna Florio  

 
Spirit-Led Time of Renewal Congregational Events: 
September 8, 2019  – St. Luke, Florence.  Bishop Yoos led the event and presided. 
September 22, 2019 – Macedonia, Prosperity.  Led by Bishop Yoos and Assistant to the  

Bishop Aebischer. Bishop Yoos preached prior to the event.  
September 23, 2019 – St. John’s, Beaufort.  Led by Bishop Yoos and Assistant to the Bishop  

Aebischer. 
November 3, 2019 – Epiphany, Rock Hill.  Led by Assistant to the Bishop Aebischer.  
January 12, 2020 – Bethel, White Rock.  Assistant to the Bishop Aebischer led the event and 

presided.    
January 12, 2020 – Living Springs, Columbia.  Led by Assistant to the Bishop Aebischer.  
March 8, 2020 – St. Luke, Columbia.  Led by Assistant to the Bishop Aebischer.  
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Synod Vice President, Deacon Lexanne Graves 
2020 Annual Report 

 
“God Speaks Still” 

 
 

On your behalf, God continues to speak through your 22 elected Synod Council members 
and it’s four officers throughout the year.  We gathered in June 2019 around the theme of 
“God Speaks Still” where we took deliberate time to seek God’s wisdom in scripture, 
prayer, and in some cool listening exercises led by Edwin Dunlap.  We chose to listen to 
the Spirit through our Assembly theme from last year and “Joined God In The 
Neighborhood” by holding our Council Leadership Retreat at St David Lutheran Church in 
West Columbia where we heard of their amazing outreach Latino ministry of Cristo Rey.   

It continues to be a joy to serve alongside these Synod disciple leaders who carry out 
faithfully the business matters of our Synod and seek ways to journey alongside each of 
our congregations through our missional priorities:  equipping disciples for community 
engagement, deepening discipleship, addressing public education needs, and tackling 
poverty.    

Here is a list highlighting some of the amazing work our SC Synod is doing with and 
alongside our 152 congregations: 

+ Creation of a SC Lifeline Distribution Fund to assist Rostered Ministers with their large educational and seminary 
debts;  

+ Entered into a Region 9 Bishops Agreement on Gender Equity as it pertains to calling rostered deacons and 
pastors into ministry positions;  

+ Hearing the impact our Christian Action Council Executive Minister and Synod Council Liaison has made on our 
behalf in the state legislature with matters concerning racism, poverty, food scarcity, public education deficits, etc;  

+ Seeing the fruits of the Spirit being shared in the 10 congregations partnering together through our Leadership 
Innovation Task Force—Dwelling in the Word is one of its best practices to reconnect disciples to the Bible to 
reach the scattered and gathered;  

+ Enhanced Compensation Guidelines for rostered ministers, especially those in part-time and interim ministry 
positions, designed to promote healthy conversations about defined compensation;  

+ Discerning ways to share God’s Amazing story of what the Holy Spirit is doing within our congregations so that all 
disciples might glean from the work of this entire Body of Christ;  

+ Continued SELMA viewing events to create a safe space where caring conversations occur, as well as now 
viewing “Unchained” which helps us to see the heart in others just as God sees our hearts;   

+ Seeking input from all 54,000 Lutheran Christians about characteristics and gifts needed to serve our Synod as 
Bishop and providing that information in a timely manner so that our voting members can discern who to call into 
this role. 

The Spirit continues to amaze me in the provision of gifts needed among our Synod Staff and Synod Council who serve 
on your behalf throughout the year. I am grateful to the fellow disciples who serve on our Synod’s Networks and Task 
Forces by being God’s hands and feet out in your community.  It is the Lord’s wisdom I seek daily in order to fulfill this role 
and I am constantly returning to the Lord for strength and guidance.   

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”  I Samuel 3:10 (NIV) 
 
 
Thank you for our partnership together!   

 

BULLETIN OF REPORTS CHAPTER 2 - PAGE 8



Secretary 
2020 Annual Report 

 
 
 
 

It is an honor to do this work as secretary of the South Carolina (SC) Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). In this role I see how this synod is walking together in Christ with congregations, lay persons, rostered 
ministers and the Churchwide Organization for the sake of the world.  
  

The duties of this office include the recording of the minutes of the Synod Council meetings and the Synod 
Assemblies.  This office is assisted by a dedicated support staff that carries out many details:  Neal Fischer, Charlene D. 
Fink, Tiffany K. Pieters and Jenny A. Spearen. The Rev. Virginia S. Aebischer, assistant to the bishop, and Tiffany K. 
Pieters, have ably prepared the Bulletin of Reports and the Directory and Minutes of the South Carolina Synod 2019. Mrs. 
Kathy Hendrix and Mrs. Diane Wicker assisted in the recording of the Minutes of the South Carolina Synod Assembly 
2019.  I extend my sincere appreciation and thanks to these persons for all their good work. Other duties of this office 
include correspondence on Synod Council actions, providing for the archives and communication with the Churchwide 
organization. I am also serving as Chair, Constitution Committee.  
  

In order to better preserve the history and heritage of the SC Synod, congregations are encouraged to use the 
James R. Crumley Jr., Archives, a Region 9 Southeast and Caribbean ELCA Ministry dedicated to the preservation of 
Lutheran History, located in the Lineberger Memorial Library at the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia. 
Congregations are encouraged to collect records and publish historical information. As secretary, assisted by synod staff 
and volunteers, I am responsible for the continuing assessment, retention and transfer of archival materials. The archives 
is a good site for older and original parish registers; micro-film copies of current parish registers or older parish registers; 
copies of congregational histories and anniversary booklets (especially 25 year increments); and photographs of church 
buildings. Preserving historic records is about preserving stories of God’s people. Go to crumleyarchives.org for 
assistance.  
  

Each year, the statistics of the congregations of this synod are collected and compiled by the Office of the 
Secretary, ELCA. This data provides a detailed picture of statistical trends for each congregation and for this synod. There 
were 114 congregations out of 150 congregations that filed reports at the end of December 31, 2018. The baptized 
membership reported was 42,580 at the end of 2018 (the latest year that statistics were available at the time this report 
was written). The average size of a congregation in this synod is 288 baptized members. Regular giving by members in 
congregations increased by $352,646 from $33,174,105 to $33,526,751. Average giving per confirmed member increased 
in 2018 by $7.74 to $1,120.91. The average Sunday worship attendance per congregation was 96 persons (34% of 
baptized members). Source: Summary of Congregational Statistics are available on the synod Website. Go 
too www.scsynod.com/about and download the Directory and Minutes. 
 
In accordance with S7.32.A14.f. of the Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions  of the South Carolina 
Synod, ELCA, I recommend that two copies of the Minutes of the 2019 South Carolina Synod Assembly, which 
have been certified by the bishop and the secretary as the official protocol of that assembly, be approved and 
deposited in the archives. 
 
 
 
 
Rev. W. Osborne Herlong Jr., Secretary   
South Carolina Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
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